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Chairman’s Foreword

It was an honour and privilege to have finally been given the opportunity to serve as Chairman of the 
Commissioners after a mere 9 year’s on the Board. I hadn’t actively sought the position so I must thank 
my colleagues for expressing their confidence in me to lead the Authority during a period when we 
will face many difficult challenges. I hope to continue the good work undertaken by my predecessor 
over the last few years whilst also overseeing some of the changes I feel are needed to make us more 
community focussed.

Whilst I won’t dwell on the matter, the dismissal by the Court of the action by the former clerk against 
the Authority (subject to the outcome of an appeal) has allowed a tremendous relief of the tension that 
has been afflicting the Commissioners and staff for over 5 years. Suffice to say we will now do our best 
for the ratepayers’ sake to recover as much as possible of the £300,000 legal costs. As an aside, the 
anticipated ending of the case was certainly a contributory factor when we decided to cut the rates this 
year by 6p in the pound. 

On then to the even more positive side of my first year as the Chairman!

Last September we had our first Parish Day in 19 years and despite the slightly chilly weather, it was a 
tremendous success. We will try and improve on the event this year and have moved the date to the first 
Bank Holiday in May in the hope that the weather will be better. Details are provided later is this booklet.
You may have noticed a change to the Authority’s insignia on 1st January which was inspired by the 
work of Archibald Knox. He was born and is buried in Braddan and yet he seems to be much more 
recognised internationally than on the island. This is our little contribution to keeping his work and 
memory alive on the island.

The Authority now moves onto bigger challenges, and the changes in central government are starting 
to have a greater affect on local authorities. Change is often necessary to improve the island and the 
Commissioners aren’t resistant to anything that is positive.

One such change is the way in which affordable houses are provided and we will contribute to that 
change process to ensure that the vulnerable, and needy in society, or those just starting on the housing 
ladder are provided for. The rising cost of the collection and disposal of waste is another major challenge 
and we will continue to explore all the options available to us that could help minimise any increase. I 
would encourage everyone to recycle as much as possible if you want to assist us to keep the costs, 
and therefore your rates, down as low as possible. We will do as much as we can to help you reduce 
the amount thrown away each week and to make it easier for you to recycle we remain committed to the 
kerbside collection service.

However, the decision that will require the greatest amount of thought this year will be the future of the 
proposed community facility project at the Strang. We now have before us the full financial analysis to 
consider and I assure you that whatever decision the Board makes it will be with the best interests of 
the Parish in mind.

Andrew Jessopp - Chairman
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Our main responsibilities

 • Housing   • Street lighting
 • Parks and Playgrounds  • Byelaw enforcement
 • Property searches  • Planning (interested party status)

 • Waste collection (including kerbside collection and litter bins)

Business targets

• Hitting last years Targets

We successfully upgraded all three playgrounds at Snugborough, Clybane and Cronk Grianagh which 
now provides for children of all abilities. We continue to work on the Port Soderick Car Park project, as 
well as the investigation into opportunities to add to the islands affordable housing stock. 

• Setting this years Targets

In 2014 we will be undertaking a major tidy up of the Heritage Trail from Braddan Bridge to Union Mills 
Industrial Estate. We will be focusing on improving the footpath, correcting the drainage problems and 
tidying up the trees and foliage.

We plan to develop our relationship with the local charity Beach Buddies so that by working together we 
can make the Parish a cleaner and tidier place. Our first target will be the pre TT Tidy which will be held 
on 19th May so please come and join us. Details will be on our Facebook pages and Website nearer 
the time.

We will examine every opportunity to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of Archibald Knox who was born 
and buried in Braddan.

• Setting next years targets: Ideas : Two way traffic:

Your Commissioners have been elected by you to represent the Parish. If you have any ideas, thoughts 
or suggestions that fall within our responsibilities please let them be known. Tell a Commissioner, ring 
the office or use our Web or Facebook pages.

This year is the 100th Anniversary of the commencement of World War 1. Many places are recognising 
this sombre occasion, but how would you like the Parish to commemorate it. Do you have stories to tell 
of family or friends from the Parish that you would like us to share on our website and Facebook page? 
We’d like to hear them, especially if they are stories about one of the 41 men from the Parish who lost 
their lives.
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Our Parish Day
Come and join us on Bank Holiday Monday 5th May at Strang Corner Field. The occasion starts at 
12noon.There is free children’s entertainment and so much more for everyone in the family.  (see the 
leaflet enclosed for more details)

It will be on rain or shine, but whatever the weather you are in for a great day.
If you think you can help us make the event run smoothly please contact Paul in the office.

Celebrating Archibald Knox
The significance of the work of Archibald Knox is often lost on the islands residents. We have decided 
to add our contribution to raising the islands awareness of this world renowned artist and designer who 
was born and buried in Braddan.

On the 9th April 2014, the 150th anniversary of his birth in Cronkbourne Village, we will be issuing a 
small commemorative stamp pack to all households in the Parish to the value of £5.04 that is unique 
to Braddan. You have choices: save them for posterity, use them or perhaps even gift them to your 
favourite charity.

The Commissioners have recently purchased some prints of Knox’ work from the Manx National Heritage 
collection, which aren’t usually seen by the public. They are currently displayed in our reception.

Interesting Snippets
• Allotments - Whilst we have no plans to provide allotments in the Parish, we do know that there are 
spaces at the Braaid. Contact: Kevin Goldsmith (Chairman) Braaid Allotments Association tel: 480610.
                                         
• The voting age on the island is 16. Please encourage your young ones to register and participate in 
both local and national elections.

• Courts costs have gone up, so if we take you to Court for not paying any bills, there will be a higher 
price to pay!

Working for the Community

The new Byelaws are the talk of the town! Whats the fuss, why do we have them?

Local Authorities create byelaws, which are approved by Tynwald, to help in the smooth running of their 
local areas. These are usually renewed every twenty years, and Braddan byelaws are due for renewal. 
In an attempt to create some uniformity, we have proposed byelaws that are almost identical to other 
Local Authorities………..and that includes the restriction of hanging out your washing in the front garden!

Car Parking orders

We are introducing rules to ensure that the parking spaces at Union Mills Post Office, Heritage Trail, 
Snugborough Housing Estate, Cronkbourne Village, Jubilee Terrace and Memorial Hall, aren’t abused 
by the minority to the detriment of the majority.

Waste costs and Recycling
The Energy from Waste Plant  (the incinerator) is funded by Central Government who then charge Local 
Authorities for disposing their waste. As Central Government tries to rebalance its books these charges 
are increasing. 

If we reduce the amount of materials we take to the incinerator the less we will get charged, which is why 
we are committed to the kerbside collection or plastics, bottles, metal and paper. We can actually sell all 
these materials to further reduce our costs. (see overleaf for details of what you can recycle now)

We continue to look at recycling and green waste is our next investigation! 

Our Housing
We continue to maintain our properties to the highest possible standard, but we can only act on the 
information provided. We will be sending a small questionnaire to tenants to complete to help us  nip 
any future and costly major problems in the bud.

The recent Central Government review of affordable houses has been completed and changes will 
gradually be brought in.

This year the “house for life” situation has started to change as all Local Authorities started issuing 5 
year tenancy agreements for new tenants.

Next year it is planned to introduce “means testing” for tenants. More details will be released closer the 
time as the scheme is finalised.
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Our Finances
Our audited accounts are freely available at the counter or on our website, and we are happy to discuss 
them if you wish to come in and speak to us.

Here are our Estimates for the year:

Estimates for the year 2014-15

INCOME
Rate @ 219p (Net of 5% discount) (1,028,276)

Other Income (90,332)

TOTAL INCOME (1,118,608)

EXPENDITURE
Finance and general purposes 483,875

Property and Playgrounds 17,500

Works and development 67,000

Parks and Leisure 88,450

Refuse disposal 301,006

Capital Costs 142,389

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 1,100,220

YEAR END PROJECTIONS
Income (1,118,608)

Expenditure 1,100,220

BALANCE FOR THE YEAR (18,388)

Transfer from Reserves (30,000)

PROJECTED YEAR END BALANCE (48,388)
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Dates for your diary

24th April - Next public meeting of Commissioners

5th May - Braddan Parish Day

19th May - TT Tidy Up with Beach Buddies



Colin Whiteway (Clerk)    colin@braddan.im

Moira Radcliffe (Deputy Clerk and Finance Officer)    moira@braddan.im

Tracy Beattie (Housing Officer)    tracy@braddan.im

Paul Parker (Community Warden)                  paul@braddan.im

Gill Corlett (Research and Development Officer)              gill@braddan.im

Phil Barron (Administrative Officer)                phil@braddan.im

www.facebook.com/BraddanParishCommissioners
you can also find us on:

How to contact us
tel: 01624 852808

mail: Braddan@braddan.im

Our Office Opening Times

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9am to 5 pm
Thursday 10am to 5 pm.

Board Members

Andrew Jessopp (Chairman)       tel: 622937     ajessopp@braddan.im

Margaret Hodge (Vice Chairman)      tel: 611411                     mhodge@braddan.im

Peter Halsall        tel: 878340                    phalsall@braddan.im

John Quaye        tel: 464658                   jquaye@braddan.im

Colin Slinn        tel: 852324                 cslinn@braddan.im

Your MHK is Howard Quayle 

  tel: 01624 851659 / tel: 07624 496038             howard.quayle@gov.im

Our new website www.braddan.im will be going live on 29th April 2014


