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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF BRADDAN PARISH 
COMMISSIONERS  

held in Commissioners Office, Close Corran, Union Mills, Braddan at 2pm on Thursday 26th 
May 2015 

 
In Attendance: 

 
Mr A Jessopp   Chairman  
Mr D Dentith 
Mr N Mellon 
Mr J Quaye 
Mr J C Whiteway Clerk 
Miss M J Radcliffe     Deputy Clerk and Finance Officer  

  

AGM16/01 Welcome by the Chairman 
The Members were welcomed to the meeting by the Chairman. 
 

AGM16/02 Apologies for absence  
Apologies were received from Miss Christina Corkill as she was off island. 
 

AGM16/03 Issue of Summons / Agenda  
It was noted that all members had received Summons/Agenda at least three 
clear days before the date of the meeting. 
 

AGM16/04 Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The Minutes of the 2014/15 AGM, which had been previously approved, were 
noted. 
 

AGM16/05 Chairman’s Report 
The following report was given by the Chairman: 
 
The last year has proven, yet again, there is certainly never a dull moment being a 
Braddan Commissioner, one minute bankrupting a former employee and the next 
creating productive community space from a redundant playground. 
 
However, whilst dull it may not have been, trying at times it certainly has been. 
The debate over the future structure of local authorities, and the services they will 
finance and manage, rumbles on; with some authorities more willing than others to 
embrace change. 
 
Braddan is one of the authorities that are prepared to embrace change if it will 
bring benefits to our residents and we are not too set in our ways that we won’t 
give any proposal a fair hearing. Therefore, it is disappointing to note the 
reluctance of some of our neighbouring authorities to work in closer co-operation 
with us. 
 
Be that as it may, we now have a year’s experience of managing some of the 
services taken on from the DOI, and although relatively straightforward they have 
presented a challenge at times; not least because the information provided by the 
DOI was suspect and the previous level of maintenance somewhat lacking. 
Hopefully, you will see an improvement in the service next year. 
 
The Board has continued to support the kerbside recycling scheme but it seems 
the level of participation by residents is still below what we had hoped and would 
like to see. Although I am personally an avid supporter of the service, residents 
need to realise this service is subject to a ‘use it or lose it’ policy as it will be hard 
to justify if the take-up from residents remains at a low level. 
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The service is also under threat from a proposed change in the way in which the 
DOI charges for waste disposal, although this is by no means a certainty yet. All 
local authorities could be charged a proportion of the incinerator cost even if very 
little use is made of the service. At the moment this proposal penalises authorities 
that promote high levels of recycling, but it is hoped the DOI will be persuaded to 
see sense and to introduce a fair charging regime that also makes it viable to 
recycle as much of our waste has possible. 
 
On a positive note, we have extended the kerbside service to Mount Rule and the 
Baldwins but we still need more people to use the service! 
 
As usual anti-social behaviour by a minority of island residents has created the 
odd friction point for residents, not least the inappropriate speed some people 
drive at through the parish and in residential areas such as Strang Road and along 
the Old Castletown Road. 
 
The Commissioners are committed to making the parish a safe place to live, work 
and go about your business. We fully support traffic initiatives in these areas, 
especially as the Board wish to encourage more cycling and walking in the parish. 
We have introduced a parish cycling and walking strategy and will continue to 
invest in facilities to make cycling and walking more attractive to residents. 
 
Although we held a very successful Parish Day in 2015, we gave it a miss in 2016 
in anticipation of having an election to organise. In the vent no election was held, 
so in both ways it has been disappointing. Also disappointing was the response 
from local residents to organise events around the parish, especially as the Board 
made funding available to help with the running of the event. Hopefully 2017 will 
see a surge in renewed community spirit and a resurgence in local organised 
events.  
 
Slow but positive progress is still being made with the sale of Cronkbourne Village, 
with interest from UK investors following advertising in the Estates Gazette, the 
purchase of the old Snugborough Farm site and negotiations with a land owner 
regarding an innovative retirement development. 
 
The Strang Cornerfield development has taken a step closer, with a planning 
application about to be submitted, but the potential costs of the centre are still the 
subject of further detailed review to ensure the development is sustainable well 
into the future. The Board still remain committed to the project, but it has to stack 
up financially as we don’t want it to become a burden on the ratepayer. 
 
The investment in the parish’s youth has been maintained by the agreement to 
fund an extension to the already very popular skate park at Cronk Grianagh; and 
we are always on the lookout for other ways in which we can to encourage the 
youth of the parish to participate in healthy and constructive activities. 
 
On a smaller scale the Commissioners have continued to support the Mobile and 
Children’s library, invest in further Christmas lighting, which gives everyone a 
boost in the dark days of the year, the community minibus at Kewaigue School, 
Buddy Benches for the three local primary schools and grassing the play area to 
the rear of the Port Soderick Hall. The facility at Quines Hill is now a fantastic 
location to hold small events and I urge residents to visit and see the changes that 
have taken place over the last few years. 
 
Finally, I am glad to report we have managed all the above with a reduced rate 
and our finances still have a healthy look to them. They will be even healthier once 
we recover the quarter of a million pounds our former Clerk owes the ratepayer. 
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AGM16/06 Clerks Report 
The following report was given by the Clerk: 
 

AGM16/07 Finance Officers Report 
The following  Annual Financial Report – Year ending 31 March 2016 
was given by the Finance Officer: 
 
This financial year started with a balance of £12,868,212 in our reserves, of which 
£1,051,810 is held in the general revenue fund and £76,387 in the housing repairs 
reserve.  
 
The accounts for the year ending March 2016 are in the process of being drafted 
and are not yet in a stage to enable me to declare indicative figures for the year 
end.  In the coming weeks I will be working with the support of Ian Begley from 
SMP to pull the accounts together. In the next month the Board will be asked to 
consider drafts of the Financial Statements before they are issued to the Auditors 
Grant Thornton who is due to start the Audit testing on 27th June.  
 
Our Internal Auditors Evolution Accounting have examined some interesting topics 
in the year including, purchase invoice processing procedures, review of potential 
risks to the authority and information for new Commissioners.  
 
The Parish Rate reduced for the third consecutive year from 219p in the £ to 215p 
in the £, a reduction of 1.8%.  The Parish Rate Book has grown by the addition of 
7 new properties, 4 of which were new homes. The Rateable value of the Parish 
has increased by 7,441 resulting in an increase in income of £15,998.  
 
The General Rate fund started the year with an arrears balance of £2,605 brought 
forward, unfortunately £1610.26 still remains at the year end, but we are 
continuing to pursue recovery from the six ratepayers concerned.  At March 2016 
the balance carried forward for rate arrears amounted to £2058.74 made up of 
£5396.81 in arrears and £3338.07 of rates paid in advance. The arrears equate to 
0.48% of the total rate due for the year and arise from 13 properties.  
 
In the year allowances of £16,985.27 have been granted to charities under Section 
74 of the Rating Act.  
 
The rent increase for the year was 5% the average rental value of our properties is 
£92.93. Rent arrears at the year-end amounted to £119.09 and relate to just two 
accounts.   
 
There were a number of void properties this year with 22 properties spending a 
total of 817 weeks void in the year, 15 of these properties are being held void at 
Cronkbourne pending sale, these properties account for 750 void weeks. The 
remaining 7 properties spent an average of 9.5 weeks vacant.  The total loss in 
rental income amounts to £60,409.  The total budget spent on maintenance of 
Void properties was £30,222 an average of £1,373 per property.   
 
Salary costs for the year reduced by £17,000 due to the death of Mrs Phil Barron 
in early May 2015 The authority has a dedicated team of 5 staff, who collectively 
have 69 years of experience. Three members of staff are on the out of hours on-
call rota and between them they received 23 call outs in the year, 57% of which 
were on a Saturday and Sunday, 87% of which related to housing matters.  Days 
lost to sickness absence in the year amounted to 34 which is 0.02% 
 
Expenditure on attendances allowances totalled £4,292. Board members spent 
307 hours attending meetings of which there were 144 claimed for. In addition to 
this they spent 66 hours reading, researching and preparing for the meetings.  
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This equates to an average of 75 hours per Board member.   
 
Domestic waste disposal charges at the EFW remained static at £79.50 per tonne; 
however the commercial waste disposal rate increased from £150 to £161.35 per 
tonne. The Parish disposed of 282 tonnes of commercial waste and 1,070 tonnes 
of domestic waste. Domestic waste shows a reduction of 5 tonnes over the 
previous year and Commercial waste shows an increase of 8 tonnes over the 
previous year.  
 
The Kerbside Collection service collected 93 tonnes of recyclable waste; this is an 
average of 68 kg per household. It was made up of 42 tonnes of paper and card, 
37 tonnes of glass, 8 tonnes of plastics, and 6 tonnes of steel and aluminium.  
This is an increase of 13 tonnes compared to last year with glass showing the 
largest increase at 5.4 tonnes more.  Recycling accounts for 8% of all the waste 
disposed by the residents of Braddan, but we continue to work towards a target of 
14%.  
 
The use of Memorial Hall has continued to improve, with rental income increasing 
by 13.7% in the year. It continues to be used by charities and youth and 
community groups free of charge, currently three groups benefit from this the 
Brownies, the Age Concern Lunch Club and Autism Initiatives. All are well 
attended and provide valuable activities for members of the community. It has 
become a popular venue for parties, yoga, judo and toddler football classes, 
vintage sales and fur & feather shows.  
 
In May 2015 we hosted our second Braddan Parish Day, which was extremely 
successful, with thousands of people attending.  The cost of the event was £6,642 
but £1,150 of sponsorship was raised to pay for the children’s entertainment and 
was netted off against the cost leaving a total cost of £5,492.  We raised £1,915 
from the raffle, bottle stall and donations which were donated equally between the 
Chairman’s three chosen charities which were Manx Workshop for the Disabled, 
the Children’s Centre Community Farm, and the Braddan Endowment Committee.  
  

AGM16/08 Election of Officers 
The Chairman vacated the Chair and the Clerk invited nominations for the 
Chairmanship of the Authority for the Municipal Year commencing 26th May 2016.  
 
a. Chairman  
Mr Jessopp was nominated by Mr Quaye and the nomination seconded by Mr 
Dentith 
 
There were no further nominations and Mr Jessopp was elected by unanimous 
vote. 
 
Mr Jessopp thanked the members for their support and assumed the Chair. 
 
b. To elect Vice Chairman for the 2015/2016 Municipal Year 
Mr Quaye was nominated by Mr Mellon and the nomination seconded by Mr 
Dentith. 
 
There were no further nominations and Mr Quaye was elected by unanimous vote. 
 
c. To elect two representatives to serve on the Richmond Hill Consultative 

Committee 
Mr Jessopp was nominated by Mr Quaye and the nomination seconded by Mr 
Mellon. 
 
Mr Dentith was nominated by Mr Quaye and the nomination seconded by Mr 
Mellon. 
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     There being no further business, the meeting closed at 3pm.  
 
 

………………………………………  Signed 
 
 
 
……………………………………………Date 

 
There were no further nominations and Mr Jessopp and Mr Dentith were elected 
by unanimous vote.  
 
d.  To elect a representative to serve on the Eastern Civic Amenity Site 
Committee  
Miss Corkill was nominated by Mr Jessopp to attend the ECAS Committee 
meetings and the nomination seconded by Mr Quaye. 
  
There were no further nominations and Miss Corkill was elected by unanimous 
vote. 
 
e. To elect a representative to serve on the Municipal Association 
Mr Mellon was nominated by Mr Quaye and the nomination seconded by Mr 
Jessopp.  
 
There were no further nominations and Mr Mellon was elected by unanimous vote. 
 
f. To elect five representatives to serve on the Public Inquiry Committee  
It was unanimously resolved that all the Board members would serve on the 
Public Inquiry Committee. 
 

AGM16/09 Register of Interests 
The Clerk distributed new forms to all those present. 
 

AGM16/10 Attendance Allowance and Travelling Costs Policy 
It was unanimously resolved that no member would charge an attendance 
allowance fee for attending Civic Sundays as they were a social gathering. 
 
It was further unanimously resolved to continue with the Policy of not charging 
travelling expenses and not to claim for broadband charges. 
 
Motions for discussion 
There were no motions for discussion. 
 

AGM16/11 Any Other Business 
There were no matters for discussion 

  


